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— VolNet How does it work? 
a om Industry Canada is creating a network of 
What is it? VolNet delivery agencies, which will provide 
fa we) The Voluntary Sector Network Support VolNet services to eligible charitable and not- 
— Program (VolNet) is a new federal for-profit organizations. Voluntary organiza- 
government program administered by tions wanting to take advantage of VolNet’s 
ia =] Industry Canada. A part of the government's services will apply through these delivery 
| ili ) Connecting Canadians initiative to make agencies, which will be responsible for iden- 
K Canada the most connected country in the tifying eligible VolNet Service Package recipi- 
world, VolNet’s goal is to offer Internet ents, assessing their needs, and purchasing 
= connectivity, including computer equipment, goods and services on their behalf. Delivery 
— Internet skills development and support agencies will also provide ongoing assistance 
to 10 000 voluntary organizations by in integrating new technologies into recipi- 
St eee March 31, 2001. ents’ day-to-day work. 
ad 
| i | VolNet will improve the voluntary sector’s The VolNet Service Package includes three 
cb ; access to information technology and to the components: 
skills and tools it needs to play a stronger @ Internet access and support 
<a role in Canadian society. VolNet’s mission is services — a basic Internet account for 
= to enable voluntary organizations to access one year ot 
and use Internet technologies to further their 2 computer equipment needed to ( a 
om ] own mission. connect to the Internet — 50 percent a ] 
of the cost of the equipment is - 
ae Who's involved? covered by nes ral (up toa 
VolINet is a joint undertaking of the federal maximum specified by VolNet), with the 
government and the public, private and recipient paying the remainder 
voluntary sectors. It is guided by the VolNet 2 basic Internet skills development — basic 
National Advisory Committee (VNAC), Internet skills development to get on-line 
which comprises voluntary and private and start using the Internet. 
sector representatives, and federal 
government officials. The VolNet program In addition to the VolNet Service Package, 
design reflects key recommendations made VolNet also makes available applied learning 
by VNAC in its report, Building the opportunities and ongoing support, such as 
Technological Capacity of the Voluntary Sector on-line discussion groups, workshops and a 
January 1999). volunteer recruitment program to provide 


technological assistance to voluntary 
organizations in need. 
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Industry Canada is holding an ongoing 
competition inviting potential delivery 
agencies to submit proposals. Proposals are 
submitted to VNAC for review against 
specific eligibility and evaluation criteria. 
VNAC then makes recommendations to 
Industry Canada on which proposals to 
support. 


Industry Canada is seeking organizations or 
consortiums with a mix of Internet and 
voluntary sector experience to take on the 
role of delivery agencies. Delivery agencies 
may be not-for-profit organizations working 
in the community Internet field, charities or 
not-for-profits with Internet project 
experience, or consortiums that include a 
not-for-profit organization and a for-profit 
Internet services company. 


For more information, please contact: 
Telephone: 1-800-575-9200 

TTY: 1-800-465-7735 

E-mail: volnet@ic.gc.ca 

Web site: http://www.volnet.org 


